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MESSAGE

On behalf of the World Health Organization, it is with pleasure that

I congratulate the Japan Chapter of the Alliance for Healthy Cities for taking the
initiative to organize its First General Assembly and Conference.

I'understand that the founding city members of the Alliance for Healthy
Cities in Japan - Ichikawa City, Hirara City, Owariasahi City and Fulkuroi City -
are collaborating to expand the Healthy Cities movement to other cities in Japan, as
well as actively sharing the information and experience of their Healthy Cities
activities with other cities around the world. Their efforts are commended.

Since its establishment in 2004, the Alliance for Healthy Cities has continually
expanded its membership. Now there are 22 member cities benefiting from Alliance
activities. National chapters have also been established in Japan and China. [ am
pleased to see such growth of the Alliance in such a short period.

At the Inaugural General Assembly and International Conference on Healthy
Cities in Kuching, Malaysia, in October 2004, WHO provided awards to those
members implementing innovative and outstanding Healthy Cities activities. As more
cities join the Alliance, we will continue to provide awards for best practices in
Healthy Cities to encourage all Alliance members to adopt these practices.

I assure you the continued support of WHO for Healthy Cities through the
Alliance for Healthy Cities.
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Shigeru Omi, MD, Ph.D.
Regional Director
WHO Regional Office for the Western Pacific
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